Approved 2/18/09

MINUTES
Curriculum Committee
Wednesday, January 28, 2009

1:00, STC Board Room

Present:
Boe Adler, Cecil Jones, Mark Krank, Mike Morrow, Linda Reiten, Brian Price, Cathi Love

Guests:
Bethany Blankenship

Absent:
Heather Brooks

The1/14/09 minutes were approved.
OLD BUSINESS

CP#29B
Add 1 new “stretch” course:



ENG 099/102 Stretch English (8) (note: offered over 2 consecutive blocks @ 4 credits/block); students must register for both blocks

Bethany provided information regarding research gathered from other similar types of courses as well as assessment information gathered from offering both the “stringer” ENG 091 and the “stretch” ENG 091/102 courses in Fall Semester 2008.
The “stretch” 099/102 course proposed in CP29B will have the same cohort of students, who will begin in 099 in one block and go directly into 102 in the following block. The committee expressed concern that students in homogenous groupings fail to progress satisfactorily in courses with persons with the same abilities, etc. Is keeping the same group of students who are weaker in writing skills together a good idea? 

Bethany said the stringer can be harder on students who take a block class during the day, then have to attend the remedial English class two nights per week throughout the semester. 
Mark asked if a student’s financial aid is affected by taking a remedial-numbered course that doesn’t count toward graduation. Boe said that a student taking an 09X course must be “in their seat” for 15 weeks for financial aid purposes, and the 09X block is 4 weeks that the student is deemed to not be “in their seat”.

Reading and writing are critical across all academic areas, so it is vital that we address these shortcomings to best prepare our students to succeed.

Discussion was held regarding keeping enrollment low, at about 15 students, as this is an optimum number of students for a remedial class. Data shows that more than 15 students in a class can have diminished returns. Another concern, then, is the need for more faculty to teach smaller classes. Brian said that our resources won’t allow additional faculty right now,  but perhaps in the next couple of years we can increase the number of faculty.

Mike would like to see us recruit students who are better prepared academically. However, Cecil pointed out that we have to take who comes.

CP#29B was approved, with the amendment that the course be capped at 15 students per “stretch”.
Bethany will withdraw CP#29A (the stringer ENG 102) from Faculty Senate, and will be in attendance at their meetings to explain CP#29B.
Next meeting:  Wednesday, February 18, 3:30, STC Board Room
