MINUTES
Campus Development Committee

Monday, December 15, 2008

2:30, STC Board Room

Present:
Nicole Hazelbaker, Lee Richardson, Randy Horst, Susan Briggs, Cathi Love, Tyler Wines, 

Jim Efta

Guests:
Brooke Erb, Chris Guttenberg

Sustainable Outdoor Classroom Proposal

Susan reported on her conversations with Montana Department of Architecture & Engineering (A&E) and University of Montana-Missoula Facilities staff. She reported that everyone she has talked to about the proposed sustainable outdoor classroom idea is excited about its potential as a demonstration project on alternative building and energy methods. However, the big issue is funding. The project is not on the Long Range Building Program list, so there won’t be any State funding available. According to the students, there is strong potential and already some possibilities for grant assistance. 
The first step is to get an architect. Mark Hedle might be willing to be head architect and develop renderings that can be used for grant applications. As a student-driven and student-led project, an architect may be willing to work for less on a pro bono type of arrangement. The students should identify an architect and determine funding for him/her. Student Senate would not be paid back for monies expended in this project, but these expenditures can be used as a match in any grants awarded.
If the overall project is under $150,000, we can use UM-Missoula’s authority and don’t have to get Board of Regents authority for the project. If the architect costs are under $20,000, we don’t have to go through the bidding process and Kevin Krebsbach at UM Facilities can write a contract with the architect. 

Utilizing the structure as a recycling demonstration center may increase funding opportunities. Susan suggested that alternate sites be looked at, because preservation of Central Park and the Tundra as the only two green spaces on campus is a priority. Maintenance for a straw building could be huge and we want to be able to do that in a good way. Also, placing the building in a location that will allow development of the landscape around it could be beneficial (the existing sprinkling system is an issue for the proposed type of structure). Two suggestions are next to the IT-Metals building across from Sparky’s or behind Clark Hall. The IT-Metals area would be more visible to visitors and the community, would provide good access for recycling trucks via the alley, would clean up an eyesore, and would have improved potential for solar/wind/other technologies.
Lee said that the best location for utilization of the boiler as part of the project is behind Clark Hall, rather than across Atlantic Street. There are other sites that can be discussed. No site has been eliminated at this time.
Campus Development Committee will meet again early in January.
