MINUTES
Sustainability Committee

Thursday, February 19, 2009

3:30, STC Board Room

Present:
Susan Briggs, Jim Efta, Chris Guttenberg, Ricki Jones, Cathi Love, Jeff Nelson, Dorothy Seymour

Absent:
Bob Campbell, Jack Kirkley, Mark Krank, Vickie Lansing, Rob Thomas, Heather Brooks, Ashley Neill

Carbon Inventory (CI)

Jim reported that we completed our Carbon Inventory in December and it is posted on the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) website. This brings us up to date for now, although we don’t yet have our commuter survey completed. Chris will be getting this survey done and we will integrate it into our next Carbon Inventory (which will be done every two years). The objective is to get as close as possible to “carbon neutral”, which means the university is not adding net carbon to the atmosphere. Jim has graphs showing that the biomass wood-fired boiler has had some effect on this. He noted that fossil fuels that have been underground add additional carbon to the atmosphere when used as fuel.
Commuting Survey

Chris will get this distributed to the campus soon.
Carbon Neutrality Plan

Jim reminded the committee about the carbon neutrality plan webinar on Thursday, February 26th, from 11:00 to 1:00 in STC 007. The plan will list the projects we are doing and is to be completed by September 15, 2009. Susan has energy audits that were completed this spring by Three Rivers.

Recycling

The three goals that Western has set for Recyclemania are:

1. e-waste (main project

2. system to help control print usage

3. purchase equipment that meets EnergyStar rating

Chris noted that Ashley Neill is currently interviewing for an additional person to help with the recycling, which increases the number of people working on this project to two.

An electronic waste recycling day sponsored by Student Senate has been scheduled for Saturday, April 18th.  We can still compete in this year’s Recyclemania program, and the poundage of materials for recycling from this program would be very beneficial in this competition. This recycling event is open to campus and community, and includes recycling of computers, monitors, keyboards, cords, televisions, etc. Jim will talk to Brendan to figure out what can be done to demagnetize old floppy disks for disposal. Chris said that a Hazmat permit needs to be completed for e-waste recycling. Susan will find out whether Lee or someone else must sign this permit request. Sandra Boggs from the Department of Environmental Quality will make a presentation regarding e-waste the week of March 16th.  The committee will be notified when details are set. Everyone is encouraged to attend.

Chris also said that Student Senate is planning a plastic bag recycling campaign, probably along with the e-waste event. 

Other

Littering on campus is a concern. Chris will talk to Ashley? Student Senate? about this. Jim—do you remember?
There is discussion about potentially running steam to the SUB, which would lessen energy used and costs.

The PE building lighting project begins soon. Lights will turn off automatically at night, and during daylight, will be on a lower level during non-use times and increase as people come into the rooms.

Reminder: 
Carbon Neutrality Plan Webinar, Thursday, February 26th, 11:00-1:00, STC 007


Next meeting:
after week of March 16th e-waste presentation by Sandra Boggs, DEQ
